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Primary Health and Social Care sub group meeting

16th June 2010

Trident Business Centre

Present:

Mike Grahn 

Jenny Weinstein 

Jenny Purkis

Irene Storer 

Roger Appleton

Host:

Sarah Ellison (Host)

	No
	Agenda item
	Action

	1.
	Welcomes & Introductions

Apologies received from Barbara Willerton.


	

	2.
	Minutes of last Primary Health and Social Care sub group meeting 21st April 2010 

The minutes from the last PH&SC sub group were agreed. 


	

	3.
	Matters Arising   

JP agreed to resend the Age Concern Report to the group for discussion at the next meeting.
Summary Care Records- noted that the situation is continually changing. It appears that the whole centralization of records will no longer happen. The group agreed to keep an eye on the situation and respond accordingly. 

Irene requested to be sent the current START leaflet.

	JP
SE

	4.
	Re- Consultation on north Wandsworth polyclinic hub 

RA reported that LINk, NHS Wandsworth and the Council had now met with the Market Research company, to discuss the research and lay out expectations of the questionnaire. The plan is that the questionnaire will be signed off in time for fieldwork to take place in the two weeks prior to 19th July.
The LINk’s share in the cost of the research is estimated to be around £4000- 4500. MG suggested that it may be worth enquiring as to whether it could be VAT exempt as it is research into human subjects.
The results of the report will be ready for September’s LINk Executive Meeting.
	

	5.
	GP Services

Initiative to promote active patient panels for all Wandsworth surgeries

Under the new coalition government it appears that there will be a shift of power to GP clusters with the new government favoring GP commissioning. In light of this should LINk be looking to foster reference groups within GP clusters?

Next Steps: 

· Write a piece to be included in the newsletter. 
· Ascertain which GPs already have patient reference groups and the contact details for those groups, and those who do not. 
· Write a letter to those surgeries who do not have a reference group and enquire as to the reason why.

· Encourage and support patients to ask why their surgery does not have a group and to set one up if they wish to.
· Establish a network of representatives from each patient reference group and LINk to share information and best practice. Form a joint action group.
· Target- to have a reference group set up in each cluster by 2010

· MG and SE to have a meeting to discuss .


	JW

Host
MG/SE

	6.
	Transforming Adult Social Care 

RA suggested that the group consider producing a position statement regarding Transformation.

The group felt that it was slightly too early for a position paper and that they would look to produce one for September/October, following the Day Centre Consultation and the Executive meeting with Carol Barton.
The application for Research funding from NHS Involve will be considered by a Panel at end July.
Day Care Consultation

The Council will be organizing meetings at Day Centres proposed for closure and it would be useful if a LINk rep could be present at the meetings

In terms of the `open access day centres` it was agreed to try and gain 
Views of participants.  JW can contribute from Furzedown and Irene Storrer will ask at Regenerate.
Depending on resources, other visits may be carried out in order to gain the widest views on which to base Link’s  formal response which needs to be prepared by end August.  JW/SE to co-ordinate

The group noted that the Council had produced a new leaflet. The leaflet is out for consultation but the general feeling amongst the group members was that it was not user friendly.
START 

SE to collect details on START policy, procedure, criteria.
Find out the rationale behind having an Intake and Reablement service; how and when are the assessments carried out and who by, are they reviewed at any time over the 6 weeks? 
Lifelong Learning

RA reported that he had arranged a meeting with Santino Fragiolo, Adult Learning Commissioner, and Sean Duncan and invited anyone else from the group, who wishes to attend, to speak to SE.  
Related Issues arising from outreach visits:

A group of carers of adults with Learning Disabilities felt that there was too much emphasis on monitoring progression and obtaining a qualification at the end of a course. This immediately excluded those with severe Learning Disabilities for whom the courses on offer were not suitable. The group were of the opinion that there was not sufficient funding for lower level courses which teach practical day to day skills.

There used to be a variety of courses all over the borough but these have gradually disappeared and have become less about promoting all round well being through fun activities and social interaction. This was considered by all to be a huge shame because the right courses were of huge educational and social benefit, and provided much needed respite.  

JP raised concerns about those adults with learning difficulties who did not qualify or had been taken off benefits but were not getting support to find employment. Question for Carol- Who is providing supported work opportunities?
Transition Services  
Noted by the Group that carers of children with disabilities have raised concerns with LINk about transition services and a series of questions have been put to DW about this.  Further information available from SE.
Opinions raised and issues arising from Outreach visits:
As a result of personal budgets, service users will in many cases go from being part of larger groups which act as support networks to being lost in ‘no mans land’,  isolated and disparate.
Implications of this isolation:

· Lack of continuity in care. 
· Breakdown of information and well established relationships.

· People lost in ‘no mans land’
· Concerns over One on one care arrangements which could leave the service user vulnerable, isolated and bored.

· How will adult social services keep checks on carers.Raises concerns over Safeguarding 
Resources seem to be shrinking and shrinking and social workers take for granted that carers/ relatives will fill in the gaps in support.

Carer’s and service users are also concerned that they will not be informed or equip enough to take on the responsibility of managing a personal budget and employing people themselves. 

	SE/JW/JP
JW/IS
JW/SE
SE


	7.
	Mental Health

Agreed that the opinions of those with mental health illnesses who attend Day Centres in Wandsworth should be collected and form part of the LINk’s response to the Day Care Consultation.
Find out figures on Community Mental Health Teams call outs and whether these have or are likely to rise as a result of Day Centre closures.

LINk have now agreed, with Stuart Thompson and the Mental Health Trust, performance issues for the Trust to monitor and report to LINk as benchmarks of improving practice.


	

	8.
	AOB
Throughout the meeting the group formulated potential questions to put to Carol Barton at the next Executive meeting.

	

	9.
	Dates of next meeting 
18th August, Balham Park Surgery.
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