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Supporting Statements & Declarations of Interest for Members Standing for Election to the Executive Committee on
16th November 2011
Fitzroy Beckford
SUPPORTING STATEMENT
I have been a Wandsworth resident for more than fifteen years and for most of that time I have been involved in the voluntary and community sector, working largely on issues to do with disability. I have been a founder member of WCA since its inception in direct response to the NHS and community care act. I am also a certified community leader. I have worked closely with the PCG/PCT as a Community Rep at board meetings.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
1. My priorities are to increase the uptake/access of BME Communities to Health/Social Care Services

2. To look at Heart Health

3. Disability Services

Colleen Bowen
SUPPORTING STATEMENT
I have volunteered for many years as a service user representative with a number of organisations, and have been a member of the LINk Executive since it first began. Being a disabled service user myself I feel I can represent this unique perspective when working with commissioners and providers. I get on with most people and can always inject a little humour when situations get a bit tense, but I think my key strength is that I am a team player. The sick, aged and disabled are fragmented groups, who seem to be the rank outsiders in our society, if economic cuts are made by the Government PCT or local authorities it is always these groups who come off worst. LINk must continue to champion the views and rights of those at the margins of society, service users and carers and I am committed to working towards this aim. Since being in LINk I have been involved in personalised social care charges, equalities committee and safe guarding adults.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
I am not nor have material interest, commercial relationship, and position of influence or benefit in connection with the LINk Host or its consultants or contractors.

No current or previous employment or material connection with the NHS or a local authority.

No current or previous employment or material connection with a contractor or provider organisation to the NHS or a local authority.

No current or previous position of authority or material connection with a 3rd sector organisation (i.e. charity, social enterprise, or voluntary body) in the field of health or social care

No Political activity. Although I have had a couple of invitations to the House of Commons for debates regarding transport, and welfare of the disabled and elderly, both topics were ones I was familiar with and could make a contribution to.

I have volunteered my services to any organisation in Wandsworth who work for and on behalf of people with any disability in our borough as well as the welfare of our Senior citizens.
Such as at the present time:-

The Interim Executive of LINk’s for the past six months.

Trustee of Housebound Learners.

Age Concern

Access Association

Wandsworth Care Alliance

Circles Network

Mobility Forum

Several others whom I cannot remember.

I am a service user in receipt of services.

Mike Grahn
SUPPORTING STATEMENT
I have been a member of the LINk executive since its formation.  During that time I have participated in and led the primary care subgroup and am now the LINk contact for St Georges Hospital.  I regularly attend meetings with senior staff at Georges and meetings of the Community Services Wandsworth Board.  I also attend meetings with Springfield Hospital in my role as deputy contact for mental health.  In addition I have represented LINk in the selection process for the new Chief Executive Post at St Georges and in drafting the Health Inequalities Strategy for Wandsworth

I strongly believe that a strong voice and active participation by local people is vital in order to keep our health and social care provision aligned with our real needs.  My interests and capabilities lie mostly in the healthcare sector and, if elected, I will work to present the needs and views of ink members to the NHS Trusts and the Local Commissioning Partnership.  

I have professional expertise in developing healthcare technologies through which I have gained a good understanding of the ways in which Healthcare Professionals operate and will use this in my work with LINk.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
I am a self-employed consultant working in the field of medical technology development and work part-time as Director of Technology for enteric, a project funded by the UK Department of Health.

My partner is a member of a NICE working group developing public health guidance for publication in 2012.

Terry King
SUPPORTING STATEMENT

Professional experience, qualifications, skills and other relevant experience

Retired- retail management. Professionally qualified/affiliated holistic massage therapist. Have experience of lecturing for National Association of Goldsmiths (history of gems, silver/gold and clocks).

Voluntary sector experience including volunteering

Terrence Higgins Trust Volunteer – qualified counsellor – volunteer buddy in HIV sector – pastoral care volunteer for the CARA Trust.  

I was elected chairperson of the Wandsworth Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender (LGBT) Community Network for three years until November 2008.

Member of Safer Neighbourhood in the Queenstown Ward in Battersea.  

Chairperson of the St George’s HIV Forum Steering Group.  Member of Thinking Partners Group for PCT/NHS Wandsworth.   

Member of Battersea/North Wandsworth PPI Cluster Group.  Member of Lavender Hill Group Practice PPI Group.  I attend meetings of the Pan London HIV Consortium. 
I am the LINk representative on the Wandsworth Sexual Health Panel.  
Why I want to be on the LINk Executive

As a public spirited member of the Wandsworth Community, I am dedicated and fully committed to any project or calling I may be involved in.  Since January 2008, I have completed over 150 hours in a voluntary capacity.  I have lived in Battersea since 1995 in the Queenstown Ward.  My interests include researching London history and organising/hosting walks around the capital as a hobby.  I am a musician, enjoy photography, and have a wide collection of videos, DVDs and CDs. 

I would like the opportunity to continue to work in partnership with local statutory/voluntary organisations within the Borough of Wandsworth. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Co-opted onto an advisory panel regarding HIV and Sexual Health.
Vibert Luthers
SUPPORTING STATEMENT

If elected as a LINk Executive Member, I will contribute the skills I have acquired and my natural input.  As you can read in my brief details below, I am a qualified social worker, covering the family, children and the elderly.  I also specialised as an approved social worker (ASW) which covered working with mentally ill persons. Wearing my other hat, I am a mental health manager, sitting on committees at hospitals such as Springfield Hospital, Queen Mary’s Hospital, Barnes and Sutton Hospitals.  With two other managers we carry out a hearing lasting for at least 21/2 hours to assess whether the patient is well enough to be discharged.  My social work certificates are CQSW, Diploma in Social Work (ASW), approved social worker specialising in mental health. 

I was also an elected councillor on Wandsworth Council from 1973 to 1990 for seventeen years.  

I am a Black African Caribbean man from Guyana (South America) married for over 50 years.  My wife is White English and we have three grown up sons. 

I have sat on major committees as an elected councillor on Wandsworth Council, for example: technical services, housing, social services, finance and recently as a lay member of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee and also the Police Consultative Committee.  

At present I am the patient representative on the clinical effectiveness audit committee at St George’s Healthcare NHS Trust.   

I will be able to use all the skills listed above as a LINk Executive Member.  

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
I was employed as a qualified social worker with Merton Council and Lambeth Council.  I was an elected Councillor for Wandsworth Borough Council (Tooting Ward) 1973-1990 for Labour.  I am a member of Tooting Labour Party.  I am a lay member of the Clinical Effectiveness Audit Committee at St George’s Hospital. 

I was a PPI Forum member up to the introduction of LINk.  I am a Mental Health Act Manager attached to Springfield Hospital/Queen Mary’s Roehampton. 
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