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Minutes of the meeting of the LINk Executive Committee held on

Monday 17th January 2011 from 6.00pm at 
Tooting Leisure Centre, Greaves Place, 
Tooting, SW17 0NE
Present:

Jeremy Ambache

Roger Appleton

Mike Grahn

Suzanna Kawalek 

Terry King

Vibert Luthers

Irene Storer

Carol Tan

Jenny Weinstein

Barbara Willerton 

Host team:

Gabriela Cala-Lesina
Sarah Ellison

Susan Wheeler-Kiley 


Simonne Reid

Apologies for absence:

Fitzroy Beckford

Colleen Bowen

Jason Edgington
	No.
	Agenda item
	Action

	1.
	Welcome and Introductions 

Roger Appleton welcomed all those in attendance. 
	

	2.
	Chairs announcements

Roger advised members that Wandsworth LINk had been approached by Richmond LINk regarding supporting Barnes hospital. A number of wards within the hospital were facing closure without consultation. 

It was agreed that further talks would be had with South West London Mental Health Trust. An item should be published on the website seeking views from patients/users/carers on the effects of the closure. 
	HOST

	3.
	Declaration of Interests  

None declared. 
	

	4.
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 24th November 2011
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record.
	

	5.
	Matters arising from minutes not covered on the agenda

Page 3, item 6 – answers had been received from Dawn Warwick regarding the START re-ablement programme with more people being offered the service. Dawn Warwick had agreed that service users would be consulted about the development of explanatory leaflets but LINk has not yet been approached by Adult Services about this. 

Page 3, item 6 – responses still outstanding regarding concerns raised about the healthcare in Wandsworth prison. 

Page 3, item 7 – Jeremy Ambache thanked Peter West for his comments regarding the Hospital Discharge report presented at the November Executive Committee meeting. A re-draft of the report had been finalised. 
A meeting with the key agencies had been organised for 31st January 2011 by Carol Tan and Jeremy to go through the proposed recommendations.

Page 5, item 10 – consultation regarding Wandsworth Council`s charging policy was ongoing. Follow up with Dawn Warwick was underway and the re-issue of a clearer consultation paper was anticipated. 
	

	6.
	Elections to the Executive Committee

The Host announced the election results for the 4 of the 12 Executive Committee places, which were:
· Jeremy Ambache – 45

· Roger Appleton – 32

· Joy Miller – 32

· Abdul-raheem Saalwu – 7

· Jenny Weinstein – 54 

· Barbara Willerton – 50

Following a tie for the fourth position and according to LINk procedure, a show of hands from LINk members present at the meeting were taken for the two tied candidates. The results being:
· Roger Appleton – 17

· Joy Miller – 13

Roger Appleton was duly re-elected to the LINk Executive. Under the current agreement the elected candidates can serve for three years until January 2014.  8 seats will become available for re-election next year.
Roger thanked all those who stood for election and congratulated Jenny Weinstein who had been nominated unopposed as the new Wandsworth LINk Chair. 
	

	7.
	Elections to the Executive Officers (A2)

In addition to the elected members of the Executive Committee the following Officer roles were also elected;

· Chair – Jenny Weinstein

· Vice Chair – Roger Appleton

As a result of the new approach to the work of LINk and identified leadership roles the following were voted for;

· Lead on Social Care and spokesperson on social care matters at the OSC – Jenny Weinstein
· Deputy lead on Social Care – Carol Tan

· Lead Health OSC/Health Wellbeing Board – Roger Appleton
· Deputy lead Health OSC/Health Wellbeing Board – Jenny Weinstein
· Lead PCT Board & NHS Wandsworth – Jeremy Ambache

· Deputy lead PCT Board & NHS Wandsworth – Terry King & Roger Appleton

· Lead St Georges NHS Trust – Mike Grahn 

· Deputy lead St Georges NHS Trust – Carol Tan

· Lead SWL & St Georges Mental Health Trust – Jenny Weinstein

· Deputy lead SWL & St Georges Mental Health Trust – Mike Grahn

· Chair of Resources & Governance/Financial Monitor – Barbara Willerton

· Vice Chair of Resources & Governance – Roger Appleton 
It was agreed the roles would be reviewed within the next 6 months.   
The elections to new officer positions on the Executive being complete, Jenny Weinstein took over as the chair of the meeting.
	

	8.
	Update from sub groups 

Chairs group - B1 

Agreement was being sought from the full Executive for part of the 2010/11 surplus to be used to contribute to a 3 month extension for the Project & Outreach Worker post from April 2011. 
The Executive Committee agreed to the extension.
Resources & Governance (R&G) - B2

Barbara Willerton confirmed that at the next R&G meeting discussions would be had regarding remaining monies and committed expenditure. It was thought that some of the monies budgeted/committed may no longer be required and could therefore be used to fund the extension of the Project & Outreach Worker post. 
Primary Health & Social Care (PH&SC) - B3

At its final sub group meeting the group took stock of its progress and proposed five projects for further work to be considered in the priorities discussion by the full Executive. 
Members were advised that lots of information had been received regarding the START re-ablement service, however, there were still concerns regarding eligibility. The various concerns had been raised with Dawn Warwick and responses would be followed up.
Progress was underway on the personalisation project in partnership with SWAN & Wandsworth Council who had agreed to identify service users who could be asked for views on care packages. 
Secondary Health & Social Care (SH&SC) - B4

Following suggestions on future priorities the group agreed it would like to see the LINk continue work on hospital discharge. The group were also looking through the St George’s Quality Accounts to identify areas for follow up.
	PH&SC


	9.
	Priorities for 2011 (C1)

Inlight of discussions at Novembers Executive Committee, it had been agreed that the LINk would begin the process of selecting its new priorities for 2011. 
An invitation had been extended to all LINk members seeking suggestions, some of which included:
· Access to Adult Social Care Services
· Preparations for implementing the changes detailed in the health bill

· Personalisation and Direct payments
· Services for Adults with Learning Disabilities under the Better Days programme
· GP Commissioning 

· Women’s health and maternity services

· Information available to patients, carers and service users

· Advice and advocacy services

· Mental Health inpatient services

· Prevention and its related cost savings. 

Views of members in attendance at this meeting were also invited and suggestions will be requested via the website.:

 Malik Gul

Develop and improve how LINk represents the views of the non-white population in Wandsworth, increasing engagement with diverse communities. 

Work on how Wandsworth LINk and the local community could take advantage of the Government localism bill and the opportunity it presents for co-production. Co-production being the way in which local government and the community work together to deliver services. Co-production emphasises that citizens are decision makers, blurring the distinction between service users and service providers.
Jenny stated it was hoped a public meeting would be taking place regarding co-production. 

Peg Belson

Need to make sure there is a balance between health & social issues and ensuring health issues are well represented.  

Joy Miller

Concerns relating to mental health inpatient services and hospitals should be aware of and working to NICE guidelines. 

Michelle Albury

Concerns re: the closure of Atheldene and limited available monies.

Esther Persaud    

Lots of work being done by the Experts Patients Panel, more collaboration and involvement with the wider community and membership required.  

Jenny advised that LINk did have certain statutory duties, however, it was also about empowering its members, using opportunities to campaign and making a difference.  

Roger confirmed that Wandsworth Council were keen on piloting a Health and Wellbeing Board and were interested in how Wandsworth LINks would become Wandsworth Healthwatch. 

Vibert Luthers

Concerned that some GP practices were still unaware of LINks.
Jenny thanked all members for their contributions advising that by the next Executive Committee meeting all suggested priorities would be compiled and a process for agreeing them would be decided upon.    
	

	10.
	Representative roles (C2)
Agreement on the nominated LINk representative for the NHS Wandsworth Health Inequalities Steering Group deferred.
	

	11.
	Financial Report (D1)

Barbara Willerton introduced the Finance paper advising that remaining funds available was £1,816.69. 
It was thought that a number of areas under budgeted monies may no longer be required and could be re-allocated into the general funds. The Resources and Governance group would look at this at their next meeting.    
	R&G



	12.
	Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 15th March 2011@ 6.00pm.
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