Wandsworth Council Health Committee supports the Wandsworth LINk
Last Tuesday evening, Wandsworth Council’s Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered a report on the NHS Wandsworth proposed polyclinic hubs.  Wandsworth LINk had previously referred the NHS Wandsworth proposal for Battersea and north Wandsworth to the Committee for its consideration.  The health Committee members supported the LINk view that the current proposal was a far cry from the original proposal agreed after consultation in 2008 and should be the subject of further focused consultation with local residents before any further work was done.

There was scepticism expressed by the Council members about whether the split-site solution would be successful and there was support for the view that patients requiring urgent care would continue to prefer to attend an Accident and Emergency unit where all the necessary diagnostic equipment and staff were on a single site rather than risk attending a GP-led health centre without diagnostic equipment and then having to travel elsewhere for an X-ray.

NHS Wandsworth said their aspiration was still to create a single-site, comprehensive polyclinic hub for Battersea and, in response to questioning by the LINk, agreed to discuss with the Council whether the site in Grant Road could be safeguarded.

At the meeting, Wandsworth LINk publicly offered to share the cost of further consultation with NHS Wandsworth provided the consultation was closely targeted at the most likely users of the new centre, in particular the local young professional people commuting through Clapham Junction Station.  NHS Wandsworth welcomed this offer which was supported by the Health Committee members.
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