Wandsworth LINk Press release

Wandsworth Day care charges to rise by 163% 

Wandsworth Councillors last night agreed to more than double the cost of its day care sessions for elderly and disabled people without being told how many existing users would be affected or how much any offer of transitional protection for those users might cost the Council.
As part of a review of charges for its social care services, the Council is proposing to move to full-cost recovery from April 1st for those users assessed as needing to pay for their services.  The largest increase in cost (163%) is for sessions of day care which are offered to very frail elderly and disabled people who would otherwise suffer social isolation.  The representative from the Wandworth Local Involvement Network (LINk) argued that the increase in charges for existing users should be phased in over a longer time or that existing users should be protected from the full impact of the increase.

In spite of not being told how many people would be affected by the increase or what the cost to the Council would be of protecting existing users from the full increase, the Councillors went ahead and voted to implement the increased charge in full from April 1st 2011.

Note to editors:  This decision to increase the charges was made at the Wandsworth Adult Care and Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee on Tuesday 15th February.  The relevant report is Number 11-170 and is available on line at http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/moderngov/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=13136
The detail of the increase in the charge for day care is contained in the appendix at http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/moderngov/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=13137
The Wandsworth LINk is a local voluntary organisation charged with the responsibility of bringing about improvements in health and social care locally by involving local residents, patients and service users.  It considers that the implementation of an increase of this magnitude will cause existing frail elderly and isolated service users who would have to pay the increased charge to leave the service and lose the vital social care benefit.

Roger Appleton
Wandsworth LINk spokesperson on the Adult Care and health Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

